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Jacob 2 
The Sensitivity of Jacob 
 Jacob’s sensitivity is never more tenderly expressed than in his denunciation of sexual immorality.  While he 
warns of the dire consequences of fornication and adultery (see Jacob 2:27-33; 3:12), he is mostly concerned with 
the sufferings of the victims.  He declares that the Lord has “seen the sorrow, and heard the mourning… [and] the 
cries of the fair daughters.”  He chastises those who have caused such sorrow, saying: “Ye have broken the hearts of 
your tender wives…and the sobbing of their hearts ascend up to God….Many hearts died, pierced with deep 
wounds” (Jacob 2:31-35). 
 Expressions such as these reveal Jacob as one attuned to sorrow and suffering….Characteristic of Jacob is his 
discomfort with confrontational speech.  Revealing his sensitivity to suffering, he consistently apologizes for the 
necessary harshness of his words.  Jacob often emphasizes that he would rather comfort and console than chastise 
and rebuke….Jacob 2:2-11 records ten amazingly compassionate verses of apology before beginning a strong call 
for repentance…. 
 In many ways, Jacob’s tender heart is much like the Savior’s.  Shusaku Endo, the Japanese novelist and biblical 
scholar, said of Jesus: “The interest of Jesus extended to the ones who wept for the harsh realities of life: the sick 
and the lame crawling out of the huts….His heart ached at the sight.  Love and sympathy flowed from him like blood 
from a deep wound.  We in our own hearts know how we are attracted to glamorous and beautiful people and how 
we easily close our eyes to those who are filthy and ugly.  It was different with Jesus” (Shusako Endo, a Life of 
Jesus, trans. Richard A. Schubert (New York: Paulist Press, 1973, 62). 
 Apparently, it was also different with Jacob.  Perhaps this is why, when the name of Christ was revealed to the 
Nephites, Jacob was the first to receive that knowledge (see 2 Ne. 10:3). 
Chris Conkling, Ensign, Feb. 1992 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1992], 9-10 
 
Jacob 2:3 
Weighed down 
 There are no heavier burdens in life than those associated with sin.  It is not the sinner alone, however, who 
must suffer the effects of waywardness; there are no private sins, no transgressions which affect the sinner alone.  In 
point of fact, the burden of sin often rests heaviest upon the righteous, those who have eschewed its very 
appearance.  History attests that nations are toppled by individual immorality, public institutions by concealed 
corruption.  Parents and family members too frequently mourn out their days because of the mistakes of loved ones.  
Conscientious spiritual teachers and leaders likewise feel the oppressive effects of sin: they weep and yearn and 
pray for divine direction and heavenly assistance in behalf of their wandering sheep. 
Millet and McConkie, BOM Doctrinal Commentary, Vol 1, p. 11 
 
 President Joseph F. Smith taught:  “There should [not] be any of us so unwisely indulgent, so thoughtless and so 
shallow in our affection for our children that we dare not check them in a wayward course, in wrong-doing and in their 
foolish love for the things of the world more than for the things of righteousness, for fear of offending them.” 
Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [1939], 286 
 
 “Men’s thoughts are secret and cannot be pried into by other men, or for that matter by the devils… 
 However, the Lord can and does on occasion reveal to his prophets the thoughts and intents of the hearts of 
men.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine 
 
 The gift of discernment operates basically in four major ways. 
 First, as we “read under the surface,” discernment helps us detect hidden error and evil in others. 
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 Second, and more important, it helps us detect hidden errors and evil in ourselves.  Thus the spiritual gift of 
discernment is not exclusively about discerning other people and situations, …it is also about discerning things as 
they really are within us. 
 Third, it helps us find and bring forth the good that may be concealed in us. 
David A. Bednar, Ensign, Dec. 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 35 
 
 If men’s secret acts shall be revealed it is likely that their secret thoughts will also be revealed…. 
 The one who harbors evil thoughts sometimes feels safe in the conviction that these thoughts are unknown to 
others…. 
 Accordingly, men’s deeds and thoughts must be recorded in heaven, and recording angels will not fail to make 
complete recordings of our thoughts and actions….There will be no omissions in the heavenly records, and they will 
all be available at the day of judgment. 
Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1969], 108-109 
 
Jacob 2:8 
Wounded 
 As one student of Jacob has counted, of the seventeen times such phrases as “grieveth me” and “burdeneth my 
soul” are used in the entire Book of Mormon, eleven of those utterances are by Jacob.  The word wound or a variant 
of it is used thirty-one times in the Book of Mormon, twenty-four of those referring to physical wounds.  It is not 
surprising that the other seven uses, which apply to a “wounded soul,” are all from the writings of Jacob. 
See Chris Conkling, “The Gentle Power of Jacob,” Ensign, February 1992, p. 7 
 
Jacob 2:7-9 
Tender Feelings 
 I had just received a phone call telling me of a friend’s death in an accident.  I was sitting in the living room with 
tears streaking down my cheeks.  Our young son, Cory, saw the tears as he passed in the hallway.  I learned that he 
had anxiously assumed the tears were because he had disappointed me in some way.  He didn’t know about the 
phone call.  Brethren, we underestimate how genuinely and frequently our children want to please us. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 45 
 
Jacob 2:10 
Pure in Heart 
 Pure in heart means pure in affections, unselfish in one’s love of fellow-men 
Hyrum M. Smith, Janne M. Sjodahl, D&C Commentary 
 
 Elder Dallin H. Oaks said: “If we refrain from evil acts, we have clean hands.  If we refrain from forbidden 
thoughts we have pure hearts.  Those who would ascend and stand in the ultimate holy place must have both.” 
BYU Devotional & Fireside Speeches, 1985-1986, p. 29 
 
Jacob 2:13 
Price Cycle 
 Among the timeless lessons to be learned from the Book of Mormon are the perils of the prosperity cycle.  It is 
as though a people could not learn from the mistakes of the past.  Whenever any group chose to keep the 
commandments of God, he blessed and prospered them.  At that point, instead of returning constant thanks to him 
who had rewarded them—instead of acknowledging in humility that all that they had was a direct blessing from the 
Almighty—most of the people in the Book of Mormon (Nephites and Jaredites alike) lost sight of the source of their 
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blessings.  They traded the confidence of heaven for the approbation of men.  Wealth became the end in life rather 
than a means to the accomplishment of good.  Whenever the acquisition of “things” became more important than 
people, then it was only a matter of time before class distinctions, caste systems, and the persecution of the poor 
followed.  “Wealth is a jealous master who will not be served half-heartedly and will suffer no rival—not even 
God….The more important wealth is, the less important it is how one gets it.” 
Hugh Nibley, Since Cumorah, p. 393 
 
The costliness of your apparel 
 In the courts of the prince of darkness a high seat of honor is accorded the designer of fashions, who throughout 
many generations of time has induced countless millions to trade function for fad, comfort for ostentation, modesty for 
vanity.  For such persons it is not the appearance of the attire that matters, but rather the cost.  The phrase “costly 
apparel” occurs more than a dozen times in the Book of Mormon.  Almost always it is descriptive of a people who 
have been prospered by the Lord, have become caught up with themselves and their acquisitions, and thereafter 
have begun to place greater stress upon the glitter of their outward appearance than the cleanliness of their inner 
vessel. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 2:, p.14 
 
Jacob 2:13-17 
Pride 
 Pride does not look up to God and care about what is right.  It looks sideways to man and argues who is right.  
Pride is manifest in the spirit of contention.  Was it not through pride that the devil became the devil?  Christ wanted 
to serve.  The devil wanted to rule.  Christ wanted to bring men to where he was.  The devil wanted to be above men.  
Christ removed self as the force in His perfect life.  It was not my will, but thine be done….Humility responds to God’s 
will—to the fear of His judgments and the needs of those around us.  To the proud, the applause of the world rings in 
their ears; to the humble, the applause of heaven warms their hearts. 
President Ezra Taft Benson, CR, April 1986, p. 6 
 
 Pride is essentially competitive in nature….In the words of C.S. Lewis: “Pride gets no pleasure out of having 
something only out of having more of it than the next man….It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure 
of being above the rest.  Once the element of competition has gone, pride has gone.” (Mere Christianity [New York: 
Macmillan, 1952], 109-10)…. 
 Pride is ugly, It says, “If you succeed, I am a failure.”… 
 Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion.  I repeat: Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion. 
Ezra Taft Benson, in Conference Report, Apr. 1989 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989], 4-7 
 
Jacob 2:13-17 
Riches 
 The worst fear I have about this people is that they will get rich in this country, forget God and His people, wax 
fat, and kick themselves out of the Church and go to hell.  This people will stand mobbing, robbing, poverty, and all 
manner of persecution, and be true.  But my greater fear…is that they cannot stand wealth. 
Brigham Young, Life of a Pioneer, James S. Brown [Salt Lake City: George Q. Cannon and Sons, 1990], 122-123 
 
 The great trouble is that there are many people who, as they grow and increase in the things of this world, set 
their hearts upon them and lose the Spirit of the Lord.  Therefore, that which is counted by the world as success is 
failure; because if a man starts out for a prize and…after laboring nearly a lifetime for that prize, certainly his life has 
been a failure….The appetite for money grows upon a man, increases and strengthens unless he is careful, just as 
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much as the appetite for whiskey.  It gets possession of him, and he loves the money instead of loving it only for the 
good that he can do with it. 
Heber J. Grant, Teachings of Presidents of the Church [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2002], 25 
 
 Continuing with the words of Paul, “For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Tim. 6:10).  It is the love of 
money and the love of those things which money can buy which destroys us.  We all need money to supply our 
needs.  But it is the love of it which hurts us, which warps our values, which leads us away from spiritual things and 
fosters selfishness and greed. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1997 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1997], 49 
 
 Today we are basking in the lap of luxury, in the like of which we have never seen in the history of the world.  It 
would seem that probably this is the most severe test of any we have ever had in the history of the Church\ 
Harold B. Lee, Address to Church Employees, 13 Dec. 1973 
 
 I remember reading the results some time ago of a national survey which attempted to summarize the responses 
as to what brings happiness….Most people felt money was a significant part of happiness.  The author’s research, 
however, indicated that money alone seldom, if ever, resulted in true happiness….It’s important to have sufficient 
money for our needs, but beyond that, money has little to do with true happiness. 
W. Eugene Hansen, Ensign, Nov. 1993 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1993], 81 
 
Money in and of itself is not an evil, but as Paul taught Timothy, it is the love of money that is the root of all evil (1 
Tim. 6:10).  There are some of the wealthy who deal with their prosperity very well, using their resources to bless 
others and build the kingdom.  For many, however, wealth presents major difficulties…. 
 The more our hearts and minds are turned to assisting others less fortunate than we, the more we will avoid the 
spiritually cankering effects that result from greed, selfishness, and overindulgence.  Our resources are a 
stewardship, not our possessions.  I am confident that we will literally be called upon to make an accounting before 
God concerning how we have used them to bless lives and build the kingdom…. 
 How much should we give?  I appreciate the thought of C.S. Lewis on this subject.  He said: “I am afraid the only 
safe rule is to give more than we can spare….If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us,…they are too small.  
There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them” 
(Mere Christianity [New York: Macmillan, 1952], 67 
Joe J. Christensen, Ensign, May 1999 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999], 9, 11 
 
 I can stand at a window in my house and see horses gently grazing in our pasture.  As I look beyond our 
property, I can see our neighbors working in their yard.  Extending my perspective farther, I behold the clean, blue 
water of the reservoir just north of our small town.  But if I apply a special type of silver paint to the glass, my view of 
the world around me changes considerably.  Because of this special paint, my window becomes a mirror.  As I try to 
look out my window, I no longer see the world as it is; I see only myself.  This is the challenge for all of us who find 
excess silver in our lives.  Instead of viewing the world as it is, this silver may change our perspective to the point that 
we may not be able to see beyond our own self-indulgent desires.  If our hearts are turned inward, it doesn’t take 
much silver to blind us to the world outside our own house.  But if our souls are in tune with the needs of others, if we 
truly care about our fellowman, then we can use whatever silver the Lord blesses us with to bless the lives of God’s 
children in and outside our own homes. 
Jack R. Christianson and K. Douglas Bassett, Life Lessons from the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], 124-125 
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 Making a living probably occupies a larger portion of our thinking and our ambition than anything else; making a 
living warrants our close attention because it makes provision for the family.  It makes provision for education.  It 
makes provision for our children themselves to learn the art of making a home and of carrying forward the lives which 
they must lead. 
 The Lord did not intend us to be a poverty-stricken people.  One of the last sermons that I heard President 
Joseph F. Smith preach was over in the temple to a select company, and I remember distinctly his saying on that 
occasion, the Lord never intended the Latter-day Saints to be a poverty-stricken and destitute people.  He intended 
that their goodness should entitle them to inherit the good things of earth if they were used properly…. 
 He did not say that it could be accomplished without hard work…. 
 Do not get the idea, my brothers and sisters, that we have a quarrel with wealth if it is legitimately acquired.  It is 
the utilization of wealth which is often subject to criticism. 
Stephen L. Richards, Where Is Wisdom?, pp. 57-58 
 
 Money never goes as far as you want it to,…you just cannot get enough of what you do not need, and…it is not 
possible to buy happiness at a store or through a catalog….Everything that you take with you into the next life is 
everything that money cannot buy…. 
 I love the story our prophet, President Gordon B. Hinckley, relates about a conversation he had with his wife, 
Marjorie, on the eve of their wedding.  He was anxious about the economic realities of their marriage.  He had totaled 
his assets and realized that he had less than $150 and, even more alarming, that he made only $185 a month.  
Marjorie put his fears to rest. She replied that “she had hoped for a husband and now she found out she was getting 
$150 too.”  “This will work out wonderfully,” she told him.  “If you’ve got $150, we’re set.’  And, as you well know, they 
were. 
Mary Ellen Smoot, “Everything Money Cannot Buy,” Satellite Broadcast, 3 Feb. 2002, Brigham Young University [Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2002], 1-2 
 
 Even though costly apparel was and is a physical manifestation, Mae Blanch rightly identifies it as a spiritual 
dilemma: “When money and possessions become the chief marks of distinction in society, then the pursuit of money 
becomes the only action worthwhile.  And if this pursuit requires the sacrifice of honesty, integrity, compassion, and 
all other virtues, then so be it, for the love of money is indeed the root of all evil.  Thus the wearing of costly apparel 
involves the soul as much as the body.” 
 Our society may well be as guilty as the wealthy Zoramites of using fashion as “the science of appearances, 
inspiring us with the desire to seem rather than to be.”  In our day the costly apparel syndrome may be identified as 
one aspect of the modern-day term “conspicuous consumption.”  The word conspicuous alludes to the visual side of 
vanity—the need to be seen, to be recognized.  Consumption refers to that which we take in or that which we 
consume.  Conspicuous consumption may be defined as that which we take to ourselves in order to be recognized 
and approved by others.  By its very definition, the person trapped in conspicuous consumption, especially as it 
applies to “costly apparel,” must be focused on the opinions of others, because what is “in” today may be “out” 
tomorrow.  Vanity then becomes its own punishment, because there is never time to be satisfied—the eyes and 
opinions of others can turn so quickly to embrace someone else…. 
 Jacob’s counsel, however, is at variance with most worldly philosophies.  The world would have us believe that 
the Lord helps those who help themselves.  Jacob seems to be saying that the Lord helps those who help others.  
That places wealth and education in a different light.  When we use wealth and education to serve our fellow beings, 
we are placing ourselves in a better position to gain the Lord’s approval.  In this way a person uses wealth and 
education not as weapons to separate himself from others in a vain attempt to rise above the rest but as tools to 
serve and lift his fellow man. 
K. Douglas Bassett, “Four Faces of Pride,” Doctrines of Book of Mormon, 1991 Sperry Symposium, p. 18, 20 
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 The real problem is not with riches, of course. The real problem is with hearts. When our hearts are not pure, we 
cannot love with a pure love. We cannot love the Savior as we should, nor can we love our neighbors as we should. 
The Savior came to save us from this deficit of love by extending the arms of mercy, through our own faith and 
repentance, to each of us.      
 Why do some of us resist? Is it not because we somehow see ourselves as being sufficient as we are? Do we 
not believe in our hearts that we are already good enough, that the Savior may indeed have to forgive us of a few 
things, but his love and generosity will easily take care of those things and we will then be ushered ceremoniously 
into the blessings of the great beyond? (2 Nephi 28:7-9). Such a belief is what the scriptures call pride. It is the belief 
that we are good, though perhaps our deeds are not. This is the belief that the old us does not need to die and 
become a new creature, but only our garments need to be cleansed. In pride we see ourselves as eternal creatures 
who may need to be forgiven and lifted up by Jesus Christ, but who do not need to be essentially changed by him. 
We do not need that new and pure heart which only he can give to us.      
 My understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that no mortals are just and righteous enough of themselves to 
go to the same kingdom as Jesus Christ unless they are remade in the image of Christ, heart and mind, body and 
soul. For without that pure heart, that charity, we are nothing (Moroni 7:44), and can, of ourselves, do not good thing 
(John 15:1-5). We must cease to exist as the old selfish persons we were and take upon ourselves new hearts and 
new minds.      
 Then in the humility of being salvaged from damnation by the Savior's love, we will never again consider that we 
are better than anyone else. Then we will know that we stand only in the grace of Christ, and will never be found 
looking down on anyone, including the worst sinner and Satan and his angels. We will then know our true place and 
being in the universe, and will say of the sinner, "There, but for the grace of God, go I."      
 Pride is the root of our evil, the source of our selfishness, the great barrier to our salvation. It is the pride of our 
hearts from which we need to be saved more than from anything else. Once we are saved from that, then all good 
things can be added to us. Then we will see as we are seen, know as we are known, and we will be familiar and free 
with our substance, treating all men as brothers. Then indeed we will have heaven on earth.      
Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Jacob through Words of Mormon: To Learn with Joy, p.232-233 
 
Jacob 2:17-19 
Lord’s Plan for Wealth 
 In the Book of Mormon we are taught: 

1.  Our first priority should be the building up of the kingdom of God. 
2. Money is a medium of exchange and is of itself neutral.  The attitude one has toward both material and 

spiritual things removes his wealth from a neutral position. 
3. Our two most basic relationships determine our attitude toward spiritual and material things.  These 

relationships are as follows: 
a. Our relationship with God.  If we turn our hearts away from God, the things of the world become 

our top priority.  This is why Paul calls covetousness “idolatry.” (See Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 
3:5.) 

b. Our relationship with our fellowmen.  As we lose sight of the brotherhood of men, our desire for 
material wealth leads us to dishonesty, coveting, neglect of the poor, and so on. 

BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual, p. 130 
 
 What seek ye first?  What do you cherish as the dominant, the uppermost thought in your mind?  What this is will 
largely determine your destiny.  Notwithstanding the complexity of human society, we can encompass all purposes 
by two great important ones.  First, the world of material gain; and, second, the world of happiness consisting of love 
and the power to do good.  If it is your purpose to get worldly gain, you may obtain it.  You may win in this world 
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almost anything for which you strive.  If you work for wealth, you can get it, but before you make it an end in itself, 
take a look at those men who have sacrificed all to the accomplishment of this purpose, at those who have desired 
wealth for the sake of wealth itself.  Gold does not corrupt man; it is in the motive of acquiring that gold that 
corruption occurs. 
David O. McKay, Treasures of Life, pp. 174-75 
 
 When we put God first, all other things fall into their proper place or drop out of our lives.  Our love of the Lord 
will govern the claims for our affections, the demands on our time, the interests we pursue, and the order of our 
priorities. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, May 1988, 4 See Also Matthew 22:36-38 
 
Luke 12:15-21 
D&C 49:20 
D&C 56:16 
JST Mark 10:19-26 
D&C 104:15-18 
D&C 82:1-19 
 
Jacob 2:23 
Committing Whoredoms 
 Some read the scriptures seeking understanding, desiring a remission of sins.  Others quote scripture as a 
justification for their sins.  The devil and his legions are adept at quoting scriptures (Matthew 4:6; see also John 5:39; 
Jacob 7:11; Alma 33:2; Mormon 9:8).  The Bible is the most misused and misunderstood book ever written.  It has 
been used to justify all manner of impropriety, wickedness, and falsehood.  Every spiritual fraud ever perpetuated in 
the name of Judaism or Christianity has claimed support from the Bible.  On the authority of the Bible the Jews 
crucified Christ, stoned Stephen, and imprisoned and beat the Apostles.  With the Bible as justification Paul 
persecuted Christians unto death, binding and delivering unto prisons both men and women (Acts 22:4).  After the 
death of the Apostles the Bible was taught by the authority of the whip and the sword.  To the Reformers it became 
the source of priesthood authority and the final will and testament of their mute God. (Sustaining and Defending the 
Faith, p. 39.) 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol 2, pp. 19-20 
 
 The doctrine of this Church is that sexual sin—the illicit sexual relations of men and women—stands, in its 
enormity, next to murder. 
in James R. Clark, comp., Messages of the First Presidency, 6:176 
 
 No more loathsome cancer disfigures the body and soul of society today than the frightful affliction of sexual sin. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Restoration of All Things, 261 
 
 By virtue of the authority in us vested as the First Presidency of the Church, we warn our people who are 
offending, of the degradation, the wickedness, the punishment that attend upon unchastity; we urge you to remember 
the blessings which flow from the living of the clean life; we call upon you to keep, day in and day out, the way of 
strictest chastity, through which only can God’s choice gifts come to you and His Spirit abide with you. 
 How glorious is he who lives the chaste life.  He walks unfearful in the full glare of the noon-day sun, for he is 
without moral infirmity.  He can be reached by no shafts of base calumny, for his armor is without flaw.  His virtue 
cannot be challenged by any just accuser, for he lives above reproach.  His cheek is never blotched with shame, for 
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he is without hidden sin.  He is honored and respected by all mankind, for he is beyond their censure.  He is loved by 
the Lord, for he stands without blemish.  The exaltations of eternities await his coming. 
Heber J. Grant, J. Reuben Clark, Jr., David O. McKay, Conference Report, October 1942, pp. 11-12 
 
 “Thou shalt not commit adultery.”  Another soul destroying crime which is very rare among the Latter-day Saints.  
There is no other sin, save murder only, that will so soon destroy the spiritual and moral life of men—why, it is 
spiritual suicide to participate in any such deadly crime.  We do not sustain it; we do not suffer it; we do not tolerate it; 
and we do not commit it, as a people. 
Hyrum M. Smith, Conference Report, October 1906, pp. 44-45 
 
 The Lord has made us attractive one to each other for a great purpose.  But this very attraction becomes a 
powder keg unless it is kept under control.  It is beautiful when handled in the right way.  It is deadly if it gets out of 
hand. 
 Those who indulge in sexual activity outside the bonds of marriage do irreparable damage to themselves and 
rob the one with whom they are involved of that which can never be restored…. 
 I plead with you to be careful, to stand safely back from the cliff of sin over which it is so easy to fall.  Keep 
yourselves clean from the dark and disappointing evil of sexual transgression.  Walk in the sunlight of that peace 
which comes from virtue. 
President Gordon B. Hinckley, Way to Be, pp. 58-60 
 
 We will never forget that sweet young girl of sixteen who came to live with us one summer for the remaining 
months of her unwed pregnancy.  My husband is an attorney and was handling the adoption of her baby.  She hadn’t 
wanted to marry the boy who was the father of her unborn child.  She had been beguiled and had partaken of the 
bitter fruit. 
 In September she gave birth to a beautiful little boy, and the day she was to leave the hospital, Dean and I had 
to go to Salt Lake City.  We stopped at the hospital long enough to meet the couple who were adopting the baby.  
Under hospital rules, this young mother, sixteen years old, had to take her beautiful nine-pound boy from the arms of 
the nurse and hand him over to my husband, who then stepped outside the room and gave the baby to the adopting 
parents.  It tore me apart to watch her and to see that young couple leave with her baby. 
 She said to me, “Sister Payne, he lied to me when he said nobody would get hurt, and that because we loved 
each other, anything we did was alright.  He didn’t really love me.  That is why I didn’t marry him, because he wasn’t 
worthy to be the father of my little boy.  It’s all a great big lie, and I don’t want to live a lie!” 
 “Oh, if only I had known five minutes before I was immoral how I would feel five minutes after I gave my baby 
away!” 
 For this girl not to have thought ahead about the consequences of her actions and not to have realized that lust 
is the mere image of love is indeed heartbreaking.  It is so important to keep in tune, keep in touch, to receive the 
Spirit each and every day.  We never know what is going to happen; and if we make the commitment in our private 
rooms, by the side of our beds, to our Father in heaven, of what we want to be in life—what we will do and what we 
won’t do—and then ask for his help in keeping our commitments, he will help us in public and private. 
Jaynann Payne, BYU Speeches of the Year, 10 February 1970 
 
Jacob 2:24 
Many Wives 
 From modern revelation we understand why Jacob condemned David and Solomon for having married many 
wives and concubines without the Lord’s approval.  It is a sin to take plural wives when God has not specifically 
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commanded it.  Abraham, for example, had plural wives and was not condemned because God had commanded it 
(see D&C 132:37-39). 
Thomas R. Valletta, ed., Book of Mormon for Latter-day Saint Families, 156 
 
“There shall not any man among you have save it be one wife.” 
 Plural marriage is not essential to salvation or exaltation.  Nephi and his people were denied the power to have 
more than one wife and yet they could gain every blessing in eternity that the Lord ever offered to any people.  In our 
day, the Lord summarized by revelation the whole doctrine of exaltation and predicated it upon the marriage of one 
man to one woman. (D&C 132:1-28.) 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 578 
 
 There is no contradiction between Jacob and the Doctrine and Covenants.  Jacob declared that the Lord 
prevented the Nephites from practicing plural marriage, and called attention to the fact that David and Solomon 
sinned taking wives that the Lord did not give them, which is true.  However, the key to the situation may be found by 
reading further the account in Jacob.  The Lord said: “For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will 
command my people; otherwise they shall hearken unto these things.” [Jacob 2:30] 
 It is not strange that the Lord did not condemn Abraham and Jacob (Israel) upon whom he founded the house of 
Israel; nor did he condemn the parents of Samuel, the great prophet, nor others who had plural families.  He did not 
condemn Solomon and David for having wives which the Lord gave them. 
 Turn to 2 Samuel 12:7-8, and you will find that the Lord gave David wives.  In reading the Old Testament you will 
also find that Solomon was blessed and the Lord appeared to him and gave him visions and great blessings when he 
had plural wives, but later in life, he took wives that the Lord did not give him.  For evidence of this, turn to 1 Kings 
11, and read it.  You can tell these people that the whole house of Israel was built on the twelve sons of Jacob who 
had four wives—Mothers of the house of Israel. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Question, [1957-66], 4:213-14 
 
 There is only one exception to a man’s having more than one wife: when the Lord commands otherwise.  The 
plurality of wives was introduced into The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by the Prophet Joseph Smith 
because the Lord commanded it.  Although the principle was revealed as early as 1831, it was not practiced until 
several years later (see D&C 132 section heading).  The commandment was under the direction of the Prophet 
Joseph and limited to those designated by him, as he was inspired of the Lord.  In 1843, the same year it was 
recorded, Joseph said: “I gave instructions to try those persons who were preaching, teaching, or practicing the 
doctrine of plurality of wives; for, according to the law, I hold the keys of this power in the last days; for there is never 
but one time on earth at a time on whom the power and its keys are conferred; and I have constantly said no man 
shall have but one wife at a time, unless the Lord directs otherwise” (TPJS, 324).  It was also discontinued on the 
same basis—by revelation.  Because of the political circumstances of the day, and probably because its purposes of 
raising up seed to the Lord was fulfilled, the Lord showed the circumstances to President Wilford Woodruff and then 
commanded him what to do (see excerpts from “Three Addresses by president Wilford Woodruff Regarding the 
Manifesto.” Doctrine and Covenants, pp. 292-293).  Both the beginning and the discontinuance of the plurality of 
wives in the Church comply with the following teaching of the Prophet Joseph Smith: 
 That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and often is, right under another…that is the principle on 
which the government of heaven is conducted—by revelation adapted to the circumstances in which the children are 
placed.  Whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, although we may not see the reason thereof till long 
after the events transpire. [TPJS, 256] 
 Plural marriage was commanded in the early days of the Church, as it has been periodically throughout the 
history of the world, “to raise up seed unto [the Lord]” (Jacob 2:30).  Although many theories of why plural marriage 
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was commanded have been advanced, the raising up of seed unto the Lord is the only scriptural answer that has 
been given.  Through revelation the Lord discontinued the practice.  Therefore, those who enter into plural marriage 
today do so without the approval of the Church, and are accountable to the Lord for their actions. 
Monte S. Nyman, These Records are True: Jacob through Mosiah, p. 32-34 
 
Jacob 2:24 
Concubines 
 In modern times a concubine is a woman who cohabits with a man without being his wife.  But from the 
beginning of creation, all down through the history of God’s dealings with his people, including those with the house 
of Israel, concubines were legal wives married to their husbands in the new and everlasting covenant of marriage. 
(D&C 132:1, 37-39, 65).  Anciently they were considered to be secondary wives, that is, wives who did not have the 
same standing in the caste system then prevailing as did those wives who were not called concubines.  There were 
no concubines connected with the practice of plural marriage in this dispensation, because the caste system which 
caused some wives to be so designated did not exist. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 154 
 
 By definition, a concubine would be either a woman kept for lewd purposes or a lawful wife of a lower social 
standing than her husband’s other wife or wives (see also Mosiah 11:2).  Hagar, plural wife of Abraham, would be an 
example of the latter, inasmuch as Abraham did only that which he was commanded (D&C 132:370.  The offense to 
which Jacob made reference was the Nephites’ consorting either with paramours or with wives improperly taken. 
Robert Millet and Joseph McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 2:20 
 
Plural Marriage in Latter Days 
Did the Saints practice plural marriage because there were more women than men? 
 The most common of these conjectures is that the Church, through plural marriage, sought to provide husbands 
for its surplus of female members.  The implied assumption in this theory, that there have been more female than 
male members in the Church, is not supported by existing evidence.  On the contrary, there seems always to have 
been more males than females in the Church 
John A. Widtsoe, Evidences & Reconciliations [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987], 307-309 
 
 [Joseph Smith]…knew the commandment of the Almighty to him was to go forward—to set the example, and 
establish Celestial plural marriage.  He knew that he had not only his own prejudices and prepossessions to combat 
and overcome, but those of the whole Christian world stared him in the face; but God, who is above all, had given the 
commandment, and he must be obeyed, yet the Prophet hesitated and deferred from time to time, until an angel of 
God stood by him with a drawn sword, and told him that, unless he moved forward and established plural marriage, 
his Priesthood would be taken from him and he should be destroyed. 
Eliza R. Snow, Biography and Family Record of Lorenzo Snow [Reprint of 1884 edition, Deseret News, 1975], 69-70 
 
 If any man had asked me what was my choice when Joseph Smith revealed the doctrine,…I would have said, 
“let me have but one wife.’ …It was the first time in my life that I desired the grave, and I could hardly get over it for a 
long time. 
Brigham Young; as quoted in Comprehensive History of the Church, ed. By B. H. Roberts [Orem, Utah; Sonos Publishing, 1991], 2:201-203 
 
 I had always entertained the strict ideas of virtue, and I felt as a married man that this was to me, outside of this 
principle, an appalling thing to do.  The idea of going and asking a young lady to be married to me when I had 
already a wife!  I had always entertained the strictest regard of chastity….With the feelings I had entertained, nothing 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                        Jacob 2 

Page 11 of 13 

but a knowledge of God, and the revelations of God, and the truth of them, could have induced me to embrace such 
a principle as this. 
John Taylor, The Life of John Taylor [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002], 100 
 
 The first principle of the gospel is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Faith means trust—trust in God’s will, trust in 
His way of doing things, and trust in His timetable…. 
 People who do not accept continuing revelation sometimes get into trouble by doing things too soon or too late 
or too long.  The practice of plural marriage is an example. 
Dallin H. Oaks, With Full Purpose of Heart [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002], 207-208 
 
Jacob 2:28 
Chastity of Women 
 A beautiful, modest, gracious woman is creation’s masterpiece. 
David O. McKay, Gospel Ideals, 449 
 
 President Spencer W. Kimball taught: “There is no compatibility between light and darkness.  Unchastity is 
darkness.  It is ugly, bitter, destructive, and consuming.  It neutralizes good.  It darkens minds.  It produces spiritual 
amnesia.  It comes in many ugly forms and has many distasteful names.  It is born in the mind and is given 
expression with directed body members.  It is a tyrant, demanding and uncompromising and unreasonable, tending 
toward monopoly.  It is like creeping paralysis, slipping up in the darkness, getting hold with its tentacles, and clings 
on so tenaciously that it takes a prince with a sharp sword to cut it loose. 
The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 271 
 
 To us in this Church the Lord has declared that adulterers should not be admitted to membership (D&C 42:76); 
that adulterers in the Church, if unrepentant should be cast out (D&C 42:75) but if repentant should be permitted to 
remain (D&C 42:74, 42:25) [see Sec. 42:74-78 commentary] and, He said, "By this ye may know if a man repenteth 
of his sins-behold, he will confess them and forsake them." (D&C 58:43.)     
 In the great revelation on the three heavenly glories, the Lord said, speaking of those who will inherit the lowest 
of these, or the telestial glory: "These are they who are liars, and sorcerers, and adulterers, and whoremongers, and 
whosoever loves and makes a lie." (D&C 76:103.)     
 The doctrine of this Church is that sexual sin-the illicit sexual relations of men and women-stands, in its enormity, 
next to murder. [Alma 39:3-5; Sec. 42:80 commentary.]     
 The Lord has drawn no essential distinctions between fornication and adultery and harlotry or prostitution. Each 
has fallen under His solemn and awful condemnation.     
 You youths of Zion, you cannot associate in nonmarital, illicit sex relationships, which is fornication, and escape 
the punishments and the judgments which the Lord has declared against this sin. The day of reckoning will come just 
as certainly as night follows day. They who would palliate this crime and say that such indulgence is but a sinless 
gratification of a normal desire, like appeasing hunger and thirst, speak filthiness with their lips. Their counsel leads 
to destruction; their wisdom comes from the Father of Lies.     
 You husbands and wives who have taken on solemn obligations of chastity in the Holy Temples of the Lord and 
who violate those sacred vows by illicit sexual relations with others, you not only commit the vile and loathsome sin of 
adultery, but you break the oath you yourselves made with the Lord himself before you went to the altar for your 
sealing. You become subject to the penalties which the Lord has prescribed for those who breach their covenants 
with Him. . . .     
 But they who sin may repent and they repenting, God will forgive them, for the Lord has said, "Behold, he who 
has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven and I, the Lord, remember them no more." (D&C 58:42.)     
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 By virtue of the authority in us vested as the First Presidency of the Church, we warn our people who are 
offending of the degradation, the wickedness, the punishment that attend upon unchastity; we urge you to remember 
the blessings which flow from the living of the clean life; we call upon you to keep, day in and day out, the way of 
strictest chastity, through which only can God's choice gifts come to you and His Spirit abide with you.     
 How glorious is he who lives the chaste life. He walks unfearful in the full glare of the noon-day sun, for he is 
without moral infirmity. He can be reached by no shafts of base calumny, for his armor is without flaw. His virtue 
cannot be challenged by any just accuser, for he lives above reproach. His cheek is never blotched with shame for 
he is without hidden sin. He is honored and respected by all mankind, for he is beyond their censure. He is loved by 
the Lord, for he stands without blemish. The exaltations of eternities await his coming. (CR, October 1942, pp. 10-
12.)     
Roy W. Doxey, comp., Latter-day Prophets and the Doctrine and Covenants, 2:, p.16-18 
 
 …there must be cleanliness, for immorality will blight your life and leave a scar that will never entirely leave 
you…. 
 Let me first assure you that if you have made a mistake, if you have become involved in any immoral behavior, 
all is not lost.  Memory of that mistake will likely linger, but the deed can be forgiven, and you can rise above the past 
to live a life fully acceptable unto the Lord where there has been repentance.  He has promised that He will forgive 
your sins and remember them no more against you (see D&C 58:42)…. 
 But there will be scars that will remain.  The best way, the only way for you, is to avoid any entrapment with 
evil….You have within you instincts, powerful and terribly persuasive, urging you at times to let go and experience a 
little fling.  You must not do it.  You cannot do it.  You are daughters of God with tremendous potential.  He had great 
expectations concerning you, as do others.  You cannot let down for a minute.  You cannot give in to an impulse.  
There must be discipline, strong and unbending.  Flee from temptation, as Joseph fled from the wiles of Potiphar’s 
wife. 
 There is nothing in all this world as magnificent as virtue.  It glows without a tarnish.  It is precious and beautiful.  
It is above price.  It cannot be bought or sold.  It is the fruit of self-mastery. 
 You young women spend a lot of time thinking about boys.  You can have a good time with them, but never 
overstep the line of virtue.  Any young man who invites or encourages you or demands that you indulge in any kind of 
sexual behavior is unworthy of your company.  Get him out of your life before both yours and his are blighted.  If you 
can thus discipline yourselves, you will be grateful as long as you live.  Most of you will marry, and your marriage will 
be much happier for your earlier restraint.  You will be worthy to go to the house of the Lord.  There is no adequate 
substitute for this marvelous blessing.  The Lord has given a marvelous mandate.  He has said, “Let virtue garnish 
your thoughts unceasingly” (D&C 121:45).  This becomes a commandment to be observed with diligence and 
discipline.  And there is attached to it the promise of marvelous and wonderful blessings.  He has said to those who 
live with virtue: 
 “Then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God…. 
 “The Holy Ghost”—of which we have spoken tonight—“shall be thy constant companion, and thy scepter an 
unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth; and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without 
compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever” (D&C 121:45-46). 
 Could there be a greater or more beautiful promise than this? 
General Young Women’s Meeting, March 24, 2001 see Ensign, May 2001, 93 
 
 “No one man, however brilliant or well-informed, can come in one lifetime to such fullness of understanding as to 
safely judge and dismiss the customs or institutions of his society, for these are the wisdom of generations after 
centuries of experiment in the laboratory of history.”  And then, in discussing the need for moral constraints, the 
writers observe: “A youth [or an adult, for that matter] boiling with hormones will wonder why he should not give full 
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freedom to his sexual desires; and if he is unchecked by custom, morals, or laws, he may ruin his life before he 
matures sufficiently to understand that sex is a river of fire that must be banked and cooled by a hundred restraints if 
it is not to consume in chaos both the individual and the group.” 
Will and Ariel Durrant, The Lessons of History, pp. 35-36 
 
Great talks on moral cleanliness: 

• Boyd K. Packer, “Why Stay Morally Clean,” Conference Report, April, 1972 
• Susan W. Tanner, “The Sanctity of the Body,” Ensign, Nov, 2005, p. 13-15 
• Jeffrey R. Holland, “To Young Women,” Ensign, Nov. 2005, p. 28-30 

 
Jacob 2:30 
 Jacob indicates that if the Lord commands people to practice polygamy in order to “raise up seed” unto himself, 
then the people should practice polygamy. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, Companion, 159 
 
Jacob 2:35 
Father’s bad example 
 Consider this sobering forecast: “About 40 percent of U.S. children will go to sleep in homes in which their 
fathers do not live” (David Blankenhorn).  Some estimate this will rise to 60 percent.  This same commentator has 
written, “Fatherlessness is the engine driving our most urgent social problems, from crime to adolescent pregnancy to 
domestic violence” (ibid.).  Such outcomes, brothers and sisters, unfortunately, constitute America’s grossest national 
product, produced in the slums of the spirit created by spreading secularism! 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 1995 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1995], 67 
 
 A word to adults and parents.  Elder Bruce R. McConkie’s father counseled that when we violate any 
commandment, however small, our youth may choose to violate a commandment later on in life perhaps 10 times or 
100 times worse and justify it on the basis of the small commandment we broke (Conversation with Brit McConkie). 
Vaughn J. Featherstone, Ensign, Nov. 1999 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999], 14 
 
 Sometimes bad examples, or “the uncertain sound of the trumpet,” which children receive in the home comes in 
the form of criticism of Church authorities, or in speaking kind words and thoughts outside the home but within it 
speaking words which are harsh and brusque.  The sound is unclear if children observe the payment of tithing when 
and if it is convenient, or if they hear justifications for not paying it in moments when faith weakens.  It is a distorted 
sound when they see that observance of the Sabbath depends on which sport event is scheduled for the day, or if 
the weather is ideal for an outing. 
 Those who act in this manner can be compared to the person whom President Hugh B. Brown described when 
he said, “He who knows the precepts and neglects to obey them is like one that lights a candle in the darkness and 
then closes his eyes.” (Relief Society Magazine, Oct. 1969, 725 
Angel Abrea, in Conference Report, Apr. 1984 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1984], 97-98 
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