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Words of Mormon 
 What are the Words of Mormon doing here when Omni was written about 130 BC and Words of Mormon was 
written about AD 385, and the book which follows Words of Mormon, (Mosiah) begins approximately at 130 BC? 
 The Words of Mormon were apparently written near the end of Mormon’s life for the purpose of connecting two 
major records [large & small plates of Nephi.]…So that a gap would not occur in the history of the Nephites, Mormon 
included the major events of the lifetime of King Benjamin in The Words of Mormon, thus connecting the account on 
the small plates of Nephi with Mormon’s abridgment of the book of Mosiah. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 170 
 
The Book of Mormon, as we now have it, consists of the following: 

• A title page prepared by Moroni 
• The small plates of Nephi (an unabridged record, 1 Nephi through Omni) 
• The words of Mormon (a transition between the small plates and Mormon’s abridgment of the large plates) 
• Mormon’s abridgment of the large plates of Nephi and some of his other writings (Mosiah through Mormon 

7, Moroni 7-9) 
• Moroni’s abridgment of the twenty-four gold plates (the Jaredite record, the Book of Ether) 
• Moroni’s writings (Mormon 8-9, Moroni) 

Millet & McConkie, Commentary on BOM, Vol 2, p. 120 
 
Words of Mormon 1:3 
“Searched the Records” 
 When Joseph got the plates, the angel instructed him to carry them back to the hill Cumorah, which he did.  
Oliver says that when Joseph and Oliver went there, the hill opened, and they walked into a cave, in which there was 
a large and spacious room….They laid the plates on a table; it was a large table that stood in the room.  Under this 
table there was a pile of plates as much as two feet high, and there were altogether in this room more plates than 
probably many wagon loads; they were piled up in the corners and along the walls…. 
 I tell you this as coming not only from Oliver Cowdery, but others who were familiar with it, and who understood it 
just as well as we understand coming to this meeting. 
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses [London: Latter-day Saints’ Book Depot, 1878], 19:38 
 
Words of Mormon 1:5-7 
“A wise purpose” 
 At the beginning of the Book of Mormon history, Nephi had been commanded to make two separate sets of 
plates.  After starting what would be known as the large plates of Nephi, he was later commanded to make a set of 
more religious records, known as the small plates of Nephi (1 Ne. 9:2, 4 and 1:17).  After Nephi’s death, the large 
plates remained with the kings down to the time of Mormon, while the small plates went to Jacob and his posterity 
until the time of Amaleki who gave them to King Benjamin.  Thus the two sets of plates were back into the 
possession of one person.  After Mormon had completed his abridgment of five hundred years of Nephite history, he 
may have been somewhat surprised to find the small plates of Nephi, which largely duplicated his efforts.  Instead of 
keeping only one of the sets of records, Mormon was prompted to include the small plates with his abridgment, 
without really knowing why (see verse 7).  He apparently did not know what would happen to his records after they 
would come into the hands of Joseph Smith.  After Joseph Smith received the plates of Mormon, he had completed 
the translation of 116 pages of manuscript, which comprised Mormon’s abridgment from the time of Lehi down to 
King Benjamin.  After the loss of these pages by martin Harris, the Lord commanded the Prophet to translate further 
in the plates of Mormon without retranslating the first portion.  However, since the small plates contained a more 
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spiritual account of the same time period, the teachings of greatest value were not lost for the readers of the Book of 
Mormon.  In order for this more spiritual record to be available, Nephi first had to start the small plates, and Mormon 
had to include them with his abridgment.  We can be thankful today that Mormon had the courage to follow his 
spiritual promptings so that these valuable teachings are now part of our contemporary scripture. 
Victor L. Ludlow; as quoted in Studies in Scripture, ed. By Kent P. Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1987], 7:203 
 
 At least six times in the Book of Mormon the phrase “for a wise purpose” is used in reference to the making, 
writing, and preserving of the small plates of Nephi (see 1 Nephi 9:5; Words of Mormon 1:7; Alma 37:2, 12, 14, 18).  
We know one such wise purpose—the most obvious one—was to compensate for the loss of the earlier mentioned 
116 pages of manuscript.  But it strikes me that there is a “wiser purpose” than that….The key to such a suggestion is 
in verse 45 of Section 10….He says, “Behold, there are many things engraven upon the [small] plates of Nephi which 
do throw greater views upon my gospel.”  So clearly…it was not tit for tat, this for that—you give me 116 pages of 
manuscript and I’ll give you 142 pages of printed text.  Not so.  We got back more than we lost.  And it was known 
from the beginning that it would be so.  We do not know exactly what we missed in the 116 pages, but we do know 
that what we received on the small plates was the personal declarations of three great witnesses [Nephi, Jacob, and 
Isaiah],…testifying that Jesus is the Christ….I think you could make a pretty obvious case that the sole purpose of 
the small plates was to give a platform for these three witnesses.  After all, their writing constitutes a full 135 pages of 
what is only a 145-page record. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, CES Symposium, BYU, 9 Aug. 1994 
 
 When Mormon found among the records delivered into his keeping the “Smaller Plates of Nephi,” he was so well 
pleased with their contents that he placed the whole of them with the abridgment he had made from the larger 
Nephite records….By the addition of the Smaller Plates of Nephi to Mormon’s abridgment of the Larger Plates, it will 
be observed that there was a double line of history for a period of about 400 years.  Therefore, when, through 
carelessness and breaking his agreement with the Prophet, Martin Harris lost the translation of the first part of 
Mormon’s abridgment, and those into whose hands the manuscript had fallen designed to change it and destroy the 
claims of the Prophet to inspiration in translating it—under diving direction he translated the Smaller Plates of Nephi, 
and let that translation take the place of the one which had been stolen, and thus the plan of the conspirators against 
the work was thwarted. 
B. H. Roberts, New Witness for God [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1950], 2:384 
 
Words of Mormon 1:15 
False Christs 
 A false Christ is not a person.  It is a false system of worship, a false church, a false cult that says: “Lo, here is 
salvation; here is the doctrine of Christ.  Come and believe thus and so, and ye shall be saved.”  It is any concept or 
philosophy that says that redemption, salvation, sanctification, justification, and all of the promised rewards can be 
gained in any way except that set forth by the apostles and prophets. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, pp. 47-48 
 
Words of Mormon 1:18 
“Establish peace in the land” 
 In obedience there is joy and peace…and as God has designed our happiness…he never has—He never will 
institute an ordinance or give a commandment to His people that is not calculated in its nature to promote the 
happiness. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, 256 
 

5 

6 

7 

8 



Book of Mormon Commentary   Words of Mormon 

Page 3 of 3 

 President Ezra Taft Benson taught, “The Lord works from the inside out.  The world works from the outside in.  
The world would take people out of the slums.  Christ takes the slums out of people, and then they take themselves 
out of the slums.  The world would mold men by changing their environment.  Christ changes men, who then change 
their environment.  The world would shape human behavior, but Christ can change human nature.” 
CR, October 1985, p. 5 
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