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Omni 
 To this point, the Book of Mormon covers a period of 239 years in 139 pages.  Omni covers possibly 231 years 
in 3 pages.  Why?   

Omni 1:30 
 30 And I, Amaleki, had a brother, who also went with them; and I have not since known concerning them. And I am about to lie 
down in my grave; and these plates are full. And I make an end of my speaking. 

Jarom 1:2, 14 
 2 And as these plates are small, and as these things are written for the intent of the benefit of our brethren the Lamanites, 
wherefore, it must needs be that I write a little; but I shall not write the things of my prophesying, nor of my revelations. For what could I 
write more than my fathers have written? For have not they revealed the plan of salvation? I say unto you, Yea; and this sufficeth me. 
 14 And I, Jarom, do not write more, for the plates are small. But behold, my brethren, ye can go to the other plates of Nephi; for 
behold, upon them the records of our wars are engraven, according to the writings of the kings, or those which they caused to be written. 

 
Omni 1:1-2 
“I am a wicked man” 
 All he did was lay his life on the line so that others would be free to make decisions he didn’t make. 
Marion D. Hanks, personal notes from general conference 
 
Omni 1:6-7 
 The priesthood of God who honor their priesthood, and who are worthy of their blessings are the only ones who 
shall have this safety….No other people have a right to be shielded from these judgments….Not even this people will 
escape them entirely. 
Wilford Woodruff, in Collected Discourses, 4:229-30 
 
 We do not say that all of the Saints will be spared and saved from the coming day of desolation.  But we do say 
there is no promise of safety and no promise of security except for those who love the Lord and who are seeking to 
do all that he commands. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Ensign, May 1979, 93 
 
 I explained concerning the coming of the Son of Man; also that it is a false idea that the Saints will escape all the 
judgments, whilst the wicked suffer; for all flesh is subject to suffer, and “the righteous shall hardly escape;” still many 
of the Saints will escape. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, 162 
 
Omni 1:12 
People of Zarahemla 
 The Bible states that the sons of Zedekiah were slain before his eyes, and then the Babylonians put out his eyes 
and carried him in fetters into Babylon.  Mulek, son of Zedekiah, was spared by the power of the Lord and with other 
fugitives was directed across the “great waters” to this land…. [The] Mulekites were later discovered by the Nephites 
and the two people became one, the Mulekites being known henceforth as Nephites. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 3:322-23 
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 The People of 
Mosiah 

The People of 
Zarahemla 

The People of 
Zedekiah 

The People of 
Coriantumr 

Common name of 
people 
 

Nephites and 
Lamanites 

Mulekites Jews Jaredites 

Where they came 
from  

Left Jerusalem in 
about 600 B.C. 

Left Jerusalem in 
about 589 B.C. 

One of the tribes of 
Israel, carried away 
captive by the 
Babylonians in 589 
B.C. 
 

Left the tower of Babel 
in about 2290 B.C. 

Where they lived Americas, south of the 
Mulekites in the land 
called Nephi 

Americas, north of the 
Nephites in the land 
called Zarahemla 

Jerusalem and 
scattered throughout 
the world 
 

Americas, north of the 
Mulekites in the land 
called Desolation 

Where to read about 
their history 

History recorded 
throughout the Book of 
Mormon 

Did not keep their own 
history but merged with 
the Nephites in about 
130 B.C. 

History is recorded in 
the Bible 

History recorded in the 
book of Ether, in the 
Book of Mormon 

Brian S. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 127-128 
 
Omni 1:13 
Nephite directions 
 The concept of going “up” when you go north and of going “down” when you go south is of relatively recent 
origin, and thus was not used by the Nephites.  When the Nephites stated they went from Nephi down to Zarahemla, 
they were referring to elevation and not to direction.  Zarahemla was definitely lower in elevation than Nephi because 
the river Sidon had its head in the land of Nephi but flowed down through the center of the land of Zarahemla (Alma 
16:6-7; 22:27-29). 
Daniel H. Ludlow, Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 169 
 
Omni 1:14 
People of Zarahemla 
 The people of Zarahemla are known as the “people of Mulek” in later Book of Mormon passages because Mulek, 
a son of Zedekiah, was among them (see Mosiah 25:2; Helaman 6:10).  They are also commonly referred to as 
Mulekites in Church literature, although the name is never used in the Book of Mormon.  They had left Jerusalem at 
the time “Zedekiah, king of Judah, was carried captive into Babylon” (Omni 1:15).  The Bible records that the army of 
the Chaldees “slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes’ (2 Kings 24:7).  The Book of Mormon tells us that his sons 
were slain “all except it was Mulek” (Helaman 8:21).  Josephus wrote that Zedekiah took his wives and his children, 
and his captains and friends, and with them fled out of the city.  The Babylonians “overtook him not far from Jericho” 
and the friends and captains “dispersed themselves; some one way and some another, and every one resolved to 
save himself; so the enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he was deserted by all but a few, with his children and his 
wives, and brought him to the king [Nebuchadnezzar].1 
 Since Zedekiah was made the puppet king of Judah at age twenty-one, and reigned eleven years, he would 
have been thirty-one or thirty-two at the time of his capture by the Babylonians.  Thus his children would not have 
been very old at the time (see 2 Kings 24:7).  Based on these facts, some postulations have been made: 
                                                            
1 Josephus’ Complete Works, translated by William Whiston, A. M. Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503, 1960, book X, chapter 
VIII, 2:220 
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 According to Jewish tradition, the number of his sons who were slain by the order of Nebuchadnezzar was ten. 
 Assuming that Zedekiah was married at the early age of eighteen, his oldest child could not have exceeded twelve or thirteen years 
of age at the time of his death (sic-captivity).  If ten of his sons were slain, and in the meantime he had a family of daughters, as is well 
attested, then there is a high probability that Mulek was a mere infant at the time he escaped…male babies were not counted among the 
sons or men of Israel as such and were the subjects of a special immunity, along with women and girls…. 
 It is at once apparent that where the word all is not used…the narrative is even weaker, and it is perfectly proper to reach the true 
sense by inferring “they slew the sons of Zedekiah who did not escape.2 
 That one escaped is not too surprising after all.  Remember, Zedekiah was only thirty-two at his capture.  All his children must have 
been pre-adolescent.  Mulek might very well have been a disguised infant whom devoted servants spirited out of the Babylonian grasp.  
Possibly he was in the company of the “king’s daughters” when they finally reached Egypt along with Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 41:10; 
43:6).3 

 While these postulations of why Mulek was not killed with Zedekiah’s other sons are very probably true, we do 
know what the Book of Mormon tells us is true.  Mulek was not slain. 
Monte S. Nyman, These Records Are True, p. 158-161 
 
Omni 1:17 
“No Records’ 
 The Mulekites, who migrated to the American continent shortly after Lehi and his family left Jerusalem, failed to 
bring with them any sacred scriptures or records.  Omni recorded the condition of a nation without scriptures: [Omni 
1:17].  Even more serious than their continuous contentions and wars and the corruption of their language was the 
tragedy that they did not know the Savior.  The pattern is the same for individuals as it is for nations.  Without 
searching the scriptures, they cease to know the Savior. 
L. Lionel Kendrick, Ensign, May 1993 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1993], 14 
 
Omni 1:26 
How do we come unto Christ?  Sacrifice. 
 Let us here observe, that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to 
produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for, from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the 
enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things.  It was through this 
sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through the medium of the 
sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the 
sight of God.  When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has for the truth’s sake, not even withholding his life, 
and believing before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice because he seeks to do his will, he does 
know, most assuredly, that God does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that he has not, nor will not seek 
his face in vain. 
Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith delivered to the School of the Prophets, 1834-35, LOF 6:7 
 
 Although the law of Moses was fulfilled, the principles of the law of sacrifice continue to be a part of the doctrine 
of the Church. 
 While the primary purpose of the law of sacrifice continued to be that of testing and assisting us to come unto 
Christ, two adjustments were made after Christ’s ultimate sacrifice.  First, the ordinance of the sacrament replaced 
the ordinance of [animal] sacrifice; and second, this change moved the focus of the sacrifice from a person’s animal 
to the person himself.  In a sense, the sacrifice changed from the offering to the offerer…. 
                                                            
2 Ariel L. Crowley, About the Book of Mormon, The Escape of Mulek, pp. 86-90, copyright 1961 Idaho City, Idaho, originally printed in The 
Improvement Era, May 1955, 324-25 
3 A Book of Mormon Treasury: selections from the pages of the Improvement Era, [1959].  Bible Prophecies of the Mulekites, 229-237. John L. 
Sorenson, “The Twig of the Cedar.” The Improvement Era, May [1957], 330 
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 …After his mortal ministry, Christ elevated the law of sacrifice to a new level….Instead of the Lord requiring a 
person’s animal or grain, now the Lord wants us to give up all that is ungodly.  This is a higher practice of the law of 
sacrifice; it reaches into the inner soul of a person. 
M. Russell Ballard, “The Law of Sacrifice,” address delivered at the Church Educational System Symposium, 13 Aug. 1996, 5 
 
 Some would never sell Jesus for thirty pieces, but they would not give Him their all either! 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, November 1992, p. 66 
 
 In conclusion, the submission of one’s will is really the only uniquely personal thing we have to place on God’s 
altar.  The many other things we “give,” brothers and sisters, are actually the things He has already given or loaned 
to us.  However, when you and I finally submit ourselves, by letting our individual wills be swallowed up in God’s will, 
then we are really giving something to Him!  It is the only possession which is truly ours to give! 
 Consecration thus constitutes the only unconditional surrender which is also a total victory! 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. ’95, p. 24 
 
 I went before [the Lord] and in essence said, “I’m not neutral, and You can do with me what You want.  If You 
need my vote, it’s there.  I don’t care what You do with me, and You don’t have to take anything from me because I 
give it to You—everything, all I own, all I am.” 
Boyd K. Packer, That All May Be Edified, 272 
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