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Jacob 
1.  Eldest son of Lehi born in wilderness 2 Nephi 18:7 
2. Lived a life of affliction 2 Nephi 2:1-2 
3. Beheld Christ in youth 2 Nephi 2:3-4 

 2 Nephi 11:1-3 
4. Consecrated a priest and teacher 2 Nephi 5:26 
5. Power to command elements Jacob 4:6 

We have only three of his sermons: 
1.  2 Nephi 6-10 (Chapters 7 and 8 quote Isaiah) 
2. Jacob 1:17 – 3:12 
3. Jacob 4-6 (This one was written, never spoken.  Chapter 5 quotes Zenos) 

 
 In times of peril Jacob exercised his faith and saw miraculous deliverances.  He fasted and prayed for storms to 
abate, for food to be found, and for the Liahona to point their way.  In the pitched moral battle that surrounded his 
childhood, he committed himself.  Because of this, his father promised him, all his afflictions would be consecrated 
for his gain. (2 Nephi 2:2.)  While still in his youth he beheld the glory of the Savior, saw in prospect “that in the 
fullness of time he [the Lord] cometh to bring salvation unto men” (2 Nephi 2:3), received blessings “even as they 
unto whom he shall minister in the flesh,” and was himself redeemed from the fall (2 Nephi 2:3-4).  At times 
unidentified in his life, he also enjoyed the ministration of angels, heard the voice of the Lord, and received “many 
revelations, and the spirit of much prophecy.” (Jacob 1:6; see also 2 Nephi 10:3; Jacob 2:11; 4:6.) 
Allen E. Bergin, The Book of Mormon: “It Begins with a Family,” Jacob, p. 50 
 
Jacob 1 
“We had many revelations” 
 These are sobering times.  You are going out into a different world than I experienced when I was 19.  You won’t 
survive spiritually unless you know how to receive revelation.  I don’t know if you know how to receive revelation.  
You won’t survive without it… 
 It is a noisy world and you’re going to have to learn first that revelation comes in the quiet times.  It will come 
when the Lord can speak to our feelings.  Go quietly into the world.  Go quietly about your affairs and learn that in the 
still small hours of the morning the Lord will speak to you.  He will never fail to answer your prayers. 
Boyd K. Packer, BYU Hawaii Graduation 
 
Jacob 1:8 
View Christ’s death 
 How many members of the Church, when partaking of the emblems of the sacrament, try to visualize the 
extreme suffering of the Son of God as he went through his torment in our behalf? 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 5:9 
 
Suffer his cross 
 Growing out of the crucifixion of Christ is the concept that any great affliction or trial that comes upon the saints 
does in itself constitute a cross they must bear as part of their obligation to overcome the world…. 
 Similarly, the gospel cause commands every man to take up his cross and follow him who carried his own cross 
to Golgotha.  That is, the saints are to carry the cross of service and consecration, the cross of devotion and 
obedience. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 173 
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 To suffer the cross of Christ is to be willing to bear the burdens of Christian discipleship, particularly of crucifying 
the “old man of sin” and putting on Christ.  “If any man will come after me,” Jesus taught his meridian Twelve, “let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.  And now for a man to take up his cross, is to deny himself all 
ungodliness, and every worldly lust, and keep my commandments.”(JST, Matthew 16:25-26; cf. Matthew 10:38; 2 
Nephi 9:18; 3 Nephi 12:30.) 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol 2, p. 5 
 

Jacob 1:8 
Bear the shame of the world 
 He who aspires to fellowship with the Suffering Servant must be willing to endure humiliation, to “lay down his all, 
his character and reputation, his honor, and applause, his good name among men, his houses, his lands, his 
brothers and sisters, his wife and children, and even his own life also—counting all things but filth and dross for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ” (Lectures on Faith 6:5).  He must learn to walk with confidence amidst 
the shouts of scorn from those in the “great and spacious building” (1 Nephi 8:26).  When people trust in the Lord 
their gaze is not diverted from the Captain of their souls, for they know full well that the “sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed [to] us.” (Romans 8:18; see also 1 Nephi 8:33; 
2 Nephi 9:18.) 
Ibid 
 

Jacob 1:13-14 
“Lamanites, Nephites” in the Book of Mormon 
 The Book of Mormon is careful to specify that the terms Lamanite and Nephite are used in a loose and general 
sense to designate not racial but political (e.g., Mormon 1:9), military (Alma 43:4), religious (4 Nephi 1:38), and 
cultural (Alma 53:10, 15; 3:10-11) divisions and groupings of people.  The Lamanite and Nephite division was tribal 
rather than racial… (Alma 43:13; 4 Nephi 1:36-37). 
Hugh Nibley, Collected Works, 7:216 
 

 The Lamanites in the Book of Mormon represent a designation given to a group simply because they are the 
people who "seek to destroy the people of Nephi.”  Throughout the Book of Mormon, the term “Lamanite” is used in 
widely different contexts suggesting variously political, military, religious, and cultural distinction from the Nephites.  
Thus the label Lamanite must not necessarily suggest a racial difference, as many have suggested…. 
 The fact to be aware of in understanding the meaning of Nephite or Lamanite in the Book of Mormon is that 
eventually neither term connoted race, color, creed, political persuasion, or national origin. 
Kirk Holland Vestal and Arthur Wallace, The Firm Foundation of Mormonism [Los Angeles, CA: LL Company, 1981], 101-102 
 

Jacob 1:18 
Consecrated Priests and Teachers 
 The Nephites were descendants of Joseph.  Lehi discovered this when reading the brass plates.  He was a 
descendant of Manasseh, and Ishmael, who accompanied him with his family, was of the tribe of Ephraim (Alma 
10:3, Journal of Discourses, 23:184).  Therefore there were no Levites who accompanied Lehi to the Western 
Hemisphere.  Under these conditions the Nephites officiated by virtue of the Melchizedek Priesthood from the days of 
Lehi to the days of the appearance of our Savior among them.  It is true that Nephi “consecrated Jacob and Joseph” 
that they should be priests and teachers over the land of the Nephites, but the fact that plural terms priests and 
teachers were used indicated that this was not a reference to the definite office in the priesthood in either case, but it 
was a general assignment to teach, direct, and admonish the people.  Otherwise the terms priest and teacher would 
have been given in the singular. 
Answers to Gospel Questions comp. Joseph Fielding Smith Jr., 5 vols. [1957-66], 1:124.  See Also Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. 
McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 3:87 
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Jacob 1:19 
“Their sins upon our heads” 
Ezekiel 33:1-7 
 1 AGAIN the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
 2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the 
people of the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman: 
 3 If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; 
 4 Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him 
away, his blood shall be upon his own head. 
 5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh 
warning shall deliver his soul. 
 6 But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword 
come, and take [any] person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the 
watchman's hand. 
 7 So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the 
word at my mouth, and warn them from me. 
 
 The Prophet Joseph Smith was once asked, “Brother Joseph, you frequently urge that we magnify our callings.  
What does this mean?”  He is said to have replied, “To magnify a calling is to hold it up in dignity and importance, 
that the light of heaven may shine through one’s performance to the gaze of other men.  An elder magnifies his 
calling when he learns what his duties as an elder are and then performs them.” 
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, May 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 56 
 
 And I say to you Seventies and you Elders, Awaken up!  God has placed the priesthood upon you, and he 
expects you to magnify it….We want some manhood, and some priesthood and power of God to be manifested in 
Israel….And I pray God, the Eternal Father, to waken up these Elders, that the spirit of their mission may rest upon 
them, and that they may comprehend their true position before God…. 
 If you do not magnify your callings, God will hold you responsible for those whom you might have saved had you 
done your duty. 
John Taylor, Journal of Discourses [London: Latter-day Saints’ Book Depot, 1880], 20:23 
 
 President John Taylor said on one occasion, speaking to the brethren of the priesthood: “If you do not magnify 
your callings, God will hold you responsible for those you might have saved, had you done your duty.”  This is a 
challenging statement.  If I by reason of sins of commission or omission lose what I might have had in the hereafter, I 
myself must suffer and, doubtless, my loved ones with me.  But if I fail in my assignment as a bishop, a stake 
president, a mission president, or one of the General Authorities of the Church—if any of us fail to teach, lead, direct, 
and help to save those under our direction and within our jurisdiction, then the Lord will hold us responsible if they are 
lost as the result of our failure.” 
Hugh B. Brown, in Conference Report, Oct. 1962 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1962], 84 
 
 Surely we would be condemned if one of our associates in life should stand in the presence of the Great Judge 
and say of us that we could have taught him the gospel, if we had made an effort….Let none of us, my brethren and 
sisters, be justly accused in that way. 
The Teachings of George Albert Smith, ed. By Robert and Susan McIntosh [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1996], 31 
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 What a responsibility it is to hold this heavenly, this eternal, this everlasting Priesthood!  And we shall have to 
give an account of it.  Apostles, Seventies, High Priests, Elders, and all men who bear any portion of this Priesthood 
that has been given unto us, will be held responsible for it…. 
 We will be condemned if we do not fulfil it.  We shall find it out when we get to the other side of the veil….I think 
our hearts are set too much upon the things of this world.  We do not appreciate, as men bearing the Holy 
Priesthood…the mighty responsibility we are under to God and high heaven;…. 
 If we…use that priesthood for any other purpose under heaven but to build up the Kingdom of God…our power 
will fall….A good many men have undertaken…to build themselves up….You may say amen to their power and 
authority….You cannot use the priesthood for any other purpose under heaven but to build up the kingdom and do 
the will of God; and when you attempt to do otherwise your power will be taken from you…. 
 Let…man use that priesthood for any other purpose than the building up of the kingdom of God,…and the 
heavens withdraw themselves, the power of the priesthood departs. 
Teachings of Presidents of the Church—Wilford Woodruff [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 39-41 
 
 I am convinced that there are many, many thousands…who, with warmth and welcome, can be led to the eternal 
truths of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.  They are looking for something better than they have.  They must be 
friendshipped.  They must be fellowshipped.  They must be made to feel comfortable and at home, so they can 
observe in the lives of the members of the Church those virtues they wish for themselves…. 
 The world is our responsibility.  We cannot evade it.  I think of the words of Jacob in the Book of Mormon, who 
with his brother Joseph had been consecrated a priest and teacher unto the people: [he then read Jacob 1:19.]. 
Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 369 
 
 Our youth are not children spiritually; they are well on towards the normal spiritual maturity…You do not need to 
disguise religious truths with a cloak of worldly things; you can bring these truths to them openly, in their natural 
guise….There is no need for gradual approaches, for “bed-time” stories, for coddling, for patronizing, or for any of the 
other childish devices used in efforts to reach those spiritually inexperienced and all but spiritually dead. 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr. (The Charted Course of the Church in Education) 
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